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Be the very first that are reviewing this The Major Political Writings Of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The
Two "Discourses" And The "Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau Based on some reasons,
reviewing this book will certainly provide more advantages. Even you have to review it pointer by action,
web page by web page, you could finish it whenever and also wherever you have time. As soon as much
more, this on-line e-book The Major Political Writings Of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses"
And The "Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau will certainly give you very easy of reviewing time as
well as activity. It also provides the experience that is cost effective to get to and also get greatly for far
better life.

Review
"This edition is the first to bring together, in a single volume, the three most important political writings of
Rousseau—the First and Second Discourses and the Social Contract—in translations that combine great
exactness with thoroughly readable English. The outstanding accompanying materials include notes that are
illuminating but never intrusive, a chronology of Rousseau’s life, a bibliography, and above all a substantial
introduction that offers a masterful overview of Rousseau’s notoriously complex thought. A genuine
contribution that will aid scholars and especially students for many years to come." (Robert C. Bartlett,
Boston College)

"Rousseau wrote that one should write ‘to persuade without convincing.’ He meant that a text should lead the
reader to understand the world as the text itself did: it should not compel the reader. A translation that does
not capture this quality of Rousseau’s writing will be untrue to it. John Scott's new translations of three key
texts capture Rousseau’s style wonderfully. His text is fluid, graceful, and as precise and effective an English
rendering as can be achieved. In addition, Scott’s introduction is a model of clarity and intelligence, as are
his explanatory notes. This is the English-language edition of Rousseau’s political writings to own." (Tracy
B. Strong, University of California, San Diego)

“John T. Scott is one of the preeminent Rousseau scholars in the world, and he exhibits his expertise here.
This new translation is in every particular superb: faithful to the French, albeit not mulishly so; and stylishly
readable. Indeed, I think it combines these two qualities better than any other English translation that
currently exists. Also, Scott’s introduction provides a compass to navigate Rousseau’s textual waters that
will help both beginner and scholar to reach shore.” (Stuart Warner, Roosevelt University)

"John T. Scott’s fresh new rendition of Rousseau’s major political writings is a boon for scholars and
students alike, balancing the literalness necessary for the rigorous study of Rousseau with crisp readability.
As if this weren’t enough, Scott’s introduction and explanatory notes provide a succinct contextual
discussion of Rousseau’s place in modern intellectual history. This edition will be the new standard



Rousseau text for introductory and advanced courses in modern political philosophy." (Richard Boyd,
Georgetown University)

“John T. Scott’s is the first single-volume translation of the Discourses and Social Contract to appear in
twenty-five years, and instructors who teach all three texts will find the volume particularly useful. The
excellent introduction, fluent translation, and detailed notes will make the volume a favorite for many
scholars as well. (If one sought to summarize the significance of Rousseau’s political thought in three pages
or less, it is doubtful that one could do better than the first pages of Scott’s introduction.) Scott also includes
a particularly useful bibliography of Rousseau’s sources—an innovation that ought to become standard
practice for translators.” (Political Theory)

About the Author
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78) was a leading Genevan philosopher and political theorist and one of the
key figures of the Enlightenment. John T. Scott is professor of political science at the University of
California, Davis. He has edited or translated several volumes on Rousseau and is coauthor of The
Philosophers’ Quarrel: Rousseau, Hume, and the Limits of Human Understanding.
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The Major Political Writings Of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" And The "Social
Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Reviewing makes you much better. That says? Several sensible
words state that by reading, your life will certainly be better. Do you think it? Yeah, confirm it. If you
require the book The Major Political Writings Of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" And The
"Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau to check out to prove the wise words, you can see this page
perfectly. This is the website that will supply all the books that possibly you require. Are the book's
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excellent task that will always give great benefits. Why you end up being so strange of it? Several things can
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Two "Discourses" And The "Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau It can be the uninteresting
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"Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau collections to check out, also lazy to bring nooks all over.
Today, for this The Major Political Writings Of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" And The
"Social Contract" By Jean-Jacques Rousseau, you will start to love reading. Why? Do you recognize why?
Read this web page by finished.

Starting from visiting this website, you have actually aimed to start loving reviewing a book The Major
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Jacques Rousseau This is specialized site that sell hundreds collections of books The Major Political
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Rousseau from great deals resources. So, you won't be bored anymore to select guide. Besides, if you
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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and
reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few
philosophers have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This
new edition of his major political writings, published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his
birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work. The book brings together superb new
translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the
Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men, and On the
Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his well-known conception of the natural
goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the
first major thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form of political organization. Scott’s
extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational writings, providing background
information, social and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation
and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately familiar to most readers. The three
works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau represent an important
contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of
thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present day. The new
translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and readers with
a general interest in political thought.

Sales Rank: #113954 in Books●

Published on: 2014-04-01●

Released on: 2012-10-17●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x .90" w x 6.00" l, 1.01 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

344 pages●

Review
"This edition is the first to bring together, in a single volume, the three most important political writings of
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exactness with thoroughly readable English. The outstanding accompanying materials include notes that are
illuminating but never intrusive, a chronology of Rousseau’s life, a bibliography, and above all a substantial
introduction that offers a masterful overview of Rousseau’s notoriously complex thought. A genuine
contribution that will aid scholars and especially students for many years to come." (Robert C. Bartlett,
Boston College)



"Rousseau wrote that one should write ‘to persuade without convincing.’ He meant that a text should lead the
reader to understand the world as the text itself did: it should not compel the reader. A translation that does
not capture this quality of Rousseau’s writing will be untrue to it. John Scott's new translations of three key
texts capture Rousseau’s style wonderfully. His text is fluid, graceful, and as precise and effective an English
rendering as can be achieved. In addition, Scott’s introduction is a model of clarity and intelligence, as are
his explanatory notes. This is the English-language edition of Rousseau’s political writings to own." (Tracy
B. Strong, University of California, San Diego)

“John T. Scott is one of the preeminent Rousseau scholars in the world, and he exhibits his expertise here.
This new translation is in every particular superb: faithful to the French, albeit not mulishly so; and stylishly
readable. Indeed, I think it combines these two qualities better than any other English translation that
currently exists. Also, Scott’s introduction provides a compass to navigate Rousseau’s textual waters that
will help both beginner and scholar to reach shore.” (Stuart Warner, Roosevelt University)

"John T. Scott’s fresh new rendition of Rousseau’s major political writings is a boon for scholars and
students alike, balancing the literalness necessary for the rigorous study of Rousseau with crisp readability.
As if this weren’t enough, Scott’s introduction and explanatory notes provide a succinct contextual
discussion of Rousseau’s place in modern intellectual history. This edition will be the new standard
Rousseau text for introductory and advanced courses in modern political philosophy." (Richard Boyd,
Georgetown University)

“John T. Scott’s is the first single-volume translation of the Discourses and Social Contract to appear in
twenty-five years, and instructors who teach all three texts will find the volume particularly useful. The
excellent introduction, fluent translation, and detailed notes will make the volume a favorite for many
scholars as well. (If one sought to summarize the significance of Rousseau’s political thought in three pages
or less, it is doubtful that one could do better than the first pages of Scott’s introduction.) Scott also includes
a particularly useful bibliography of Rousseau’s sources—an innovation that ought to become standard
practice for translators.” (Political Theory)

About the Author
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78) was a leading Genevan philosopher and political theorist and one of the
key figures of the Enlightenment. John T. Scott is professor of political science at the University of
California, Davis. He has edited or translated several volumes on Rousseau and is coauthor of The
Philosophers’ Quarrel: Rousseau, Hume, and the Limits of Human Understanding.

Most helpful customer reviews

20 of 21 people found the following review helpful.
Comparison with the Cambridge Edition
By Douglas H. Walker
This book is a useful and scholarly collection of Rousseau's primary political writings, with a fine
translation. I previously owned the two Cambridge University Press editions of Rousseau's political writings,
but I decided to replace one of them with this volume (but keep the one on Rousseau's later writings). The
advantages of the Cambridge edition are that it includes additional writings, including letters and short
compositions, that are not included in the Scott translation. But to compensate for that, the Chicago edition
has several advantages of its own. For one thing, the book is more good-looking and is made out of more
pleasing materials. I have always found the Cambridge blue books bulky, heavy, and difficult to leave open.
Another benefit is that the Chicago edition uses footnotes rather than the confusing end-notes employed by



Cambridge. The most important advantage is the translation. Scott's translation is more fluid and readable
than Gourevitch's. I was surprised by this, since I have grown to expect a highly literal, "Straussian"
translation from Chicago University Press (especially since the book has an endorsement by Robert Bartlett
on the back cover). I cannot say whether Scott's translation is also more faithful, but it is certainly more
beautiful and fluid. However, it should be noted that the differences between the translations are fairly
minor; many passages are translated identically (or nearly so), and both seem to be fairly literal. Finally, this
edition is more useful for teaching college classes on Rousseau, since you can get his major political writings
in one volume rather than two, as with Cambridge.

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Four Stars
By Megan Johnston
good

0 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Five Stars
By JX
Good copy of a good book.

See all 5 customer reviews...
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